discovered at first sight. Europeans live in a half-light, with private
lives that can be surmised only faintly at first, and into which, in the
course of time, one may perhaps be permitted further to enter. In
Europe, personal intercourse is full of exciting possibilities. In
America, after the first interview, little more is ever forthcoming.
In England, when turning on the bath, the water may be cold at
first, but, by continuing to turn the tap, the water may become
hotter. In America, if the water is not hot at first, it never will
become so; generally the hot tap flows hot. and at the same rate.
Few New York men over twenty-five are good-looking; often those
most charming college boys with poreless complexions, disarming
smiles, heavy hands, concave figures and fox-terrier behinds, run to
seed at a tragically early age. The rubbery features of these youths
do not wear well, and develop often into the foetus face, which,
combined with the red complexion, starched collar and deep, rich
voice, produce the only too well known type of business man.
American voices are widely criticized, but in general the men's
voices, if monotonous in intonation, have a musical depth and
mobility that make foreigners' voices sound nasal, high-pitched and
affected.
The vestiges of his Puritan ancestors are to be found in the
American man's self-consciousness at carrying a parcel, and in his
respectable armour of well-creased sleeves, star-shining shoes and
Derby hat. He has no talent for relaxation; he goes to the country
at the week-end for a rest, but he is up early playing golf, back in
time for tennis and a swim. Odd moments of his day are taken up by
backgammon and bridge, and he never switches off the radio.
The club car on a Pullman train is an institution unknown in
Europe. Men sit, spit, smoke, and drink rye and water, telling stories
about business or women. The Pullman train with its general car,
its club car, its women's and men's compartments and its restaurant
car, with a negro attendant, who brushes one's coat at 175th Street,
is a cross-section of the institutionalized existence which so many
Americans lead.
Most business-men live lives of such concentration that only a
fraction of their faculties seem to become developed. During the
day, they pursue the dollar with a devoted energy that leaves little
time or appetite for leisure in the European sense. Punctuality is
[20]